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 We Are Celebrating: 
Max’s Musings….  
    This issue of the Wesley Weavings is dedicated to cele-

brating our 60th year in the Wesley House. In 1963, the  

campus ministry and the first residents moved into the 

house. It became the gathering point for weekly ministry 

and outreach to the campus and community. We want to 

honor Rudy Benesh, who we consider our “founder” in the 

sense that he coordinated the purchase of the house, and 

started a financial campaign to support upgrading the house.   

    The Wesley House enables a ministry of radical hospitali-

ty where the Wesley Team ministers to students and com-

munity members who arrive in need and students are em-

powered and prepared to minister to the campus and be-

yond. The newsletter highlights the residents’ program, the 

Student Leadership Team (SLT) Ministry to the campus and 

community, and the celebration of our wonderful alumni at 

the Homecoming Tailgate.  

    This year, as part of our 60th year celebration we are fo-

cusing on major upgrades to the house to both sustain and 

enhance our ministry. These upgrades are discussed on page 

8. There are opportunities for you to participate in making 

this all happen. 

                                                    Peace,  

                                Max Blalock 

The Wesley House - 60 Years! 

A Mission Center where students are empowered and prepared to go in 

ministry to the campus and beyond. A sanctuary to William and Mary 

students and our community in need. 
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Celebrating  60 Years at The Wesley House 

The “Conference” Role 

 In 1961 the Methodist Church in Virginia began a capital campaign to support the expansion of 
Methodist educational facilities in the state. The funds were used for increasing the student capacity of 
existing Methodist Colleges, establishing Virginia Wesleyan College, and improving Wesley Founda-
tion facilities at various state colleges and universities. This campaign supported the purchase of the cur-
rent property at 526 Jamestown Road.   

The Purchase   

 In October 1962, the Reverend Rudolph (Rudy) Benesh, director of the Wesley Foundation,   
announced the purchase of the eight-room brick house, that would be used for its future fellowship hall 
and lodging for students.  Rev. Benesh also announced plans for a $25,000 addition of a multipurpose 
room in two or three years. This room will have expanded kitchen facilities, a projection booth, and a 
stage. It will also be used as a chapel. To support the expansion plans the Williamsburg Methodist 
Church and Wesley Foundation started a Higher Education Capital Campaign. 

The Move In  

 In October 1963, the “move” from the Educational Building of Williamsburg Methodist Church 
on the corner of Duke of Gloucester and North Boundary Streets to the Wesley House “happened” along 
with the start of the residents’ program. Nineteen sixty three was also a significant year for Williams-
burg Methodist Church as they started construction of the current church at 500 Jamestown Rd.  

 For many of us, our first introduction to the Wesley Foundation was the freshman banquet, 
which one year - 1961 - attracted 175 new and returning students. When we climbed the stairs to the 
Wesley facilities on the top floor of the Williamsburg Methodist Church at "the Corner," that evening 
and for subsequent activities, Rudy Benesh always was a welcoming presence. He had come to the Unit-
ed States from his native Czechoslovakia as a Crusade for Christ Scholar after World War II and began 
a nine-year tenure as the director of the William and Mary Wesley Foundation in 1956, soon after com-
pleting seminary and receiving ordination as a Methodist minister.  

 We felt close ties to the Williamsburg Methodist Church - the Reverend Roscoe Johnson and his 
wife, Lucille, often invited Wesley members to the parsonage, and the "Wesley Players" performed for 
church suppers. But the Wesley space in the education wing of the church was very limiting, and in   
October 1963, we were pleased to move to the house on Jamestown Road which the Virginia Methodist 
Conference had purchased as a home for the Wesley Foundation. 

 Wesley always had been a "home away from home" because of its fellowship, but now the house 
provided a more welcoming space. 

To describe the Conference Role and the Purchase, we used an article from the Nov 1961, Wesley Alumni News-
letter. For the Move In, we used an article submitted by Steve Mansfield, class of ‘64 that appeared in the 2011      
edition of the Wesley Weavings Newsletter. 
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Rev. Rudy Benesh - The Wesley House “Founder” 

         Rudy was born in Wittingau (Trebon), Czechoslovakia. He attended Charles University 
in Prague and served in the Czech National Guard prior to the Nazi invasion of the country 
during World War II. The liberation of the town of Pilsen by the United States Army in 1945 
was one of the most memorable events of his life. Fluent in English, Rudy befriended many of 
the GIs.  
       In 1948, Rudy came to the United States on a Crusade for Christ Scholarship to Southern 

Methodist University in Dallas and continued on to Hartford Theological Seminary in Connecticut, serving 
several churches. It was in Connecticut that Rudy proudly obtained his American citizenship and was      
ordained a Methodist Minister.  
 In 1956, Rudy began serving as Director of the Wesley Foundation at The College of William and 
Mary; during those nine years he made lasting friendships with his students. He married Doris Bryan in 
1956. He and Doris went on to serve churches in Virginia and North Carolina. During this time he taught at 
North Carolina Wesleyan College and Eastern Mennonite Seminary. With their daughters, Patricia (Patty) 
and Rosemary, they spent five years in Vienna, Austria as missionaries through the Board of Missions of the 
Methodist Church, where Rudy served a Czech and German Methodist Congregation.  
 In 1968, when the Russians invaded Czechoslovakia, Rudy and other ministers in Vienna turned 
their churches into refugee camps and worked to relocate many families. In 1995, Rudy, as an honorary 
member of the 16th Armored Division of the United States Army, returned to Pilsen in the Czech Republic 
for the 50th anniversary of the city's liberation--a profound statement on how much he cherished freedom 
and loved America. Rudy retired in 1985, and he and Doris returned to Williamsburg. Rudy died on July 12, 
2004, at the age of 84.  
 To formally recognize Rudy as our “Founder” and the wonderful ministry that he enabled, The Wes-
ley Foundation is making plans to expand the Rudy Benesh Peace Garden, which will include upgrading the 
area next to the entrance used for the Campus Food Exchange and Campus Minister’s Office. In addition to 
improving the appearance and making it handicap accessible, the area will serve as a student social area. See 
page 8 in this newsletter. 

Recognizing 60 Years of Outstanding Leadership 

 While recognizing what “Rudy” started, we would be remiss not to recognize the wonderful lead-
ership provided during the past 60 years to continue and expand the ministry empowered by the Wesley 
House. We are grateful for those who followed Rudy: John Harwood  (1964 - 1971), Frank Gillis (1971 -  
1974), Braxton Allport (1974 - 1988), David Hindman (1988 - 2010) and Max Blalock (2010 - Present).  
 During the past 35 years house management and maintenance have become more challenging as 
the house “ages” and the conference expects all properties to be financially self-sustaining. While our 
churches have membership support to make this happen, David Hindman and Max Blalock have had to 
exercise exceptional leadership and creativity to become financially self-sustaining.   
 
 

John Harwood 
1964—1971 

Frank Gillis 
1971– 1974 

Braxton Allport 
1974—1988 

David Hindman 
1988—2010 

Max Blalock 
2010—Present 
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     Our vision statement says, “We believe God creates a human family; every person is a recipient of 
God's grace; and God intends for us to be a community that embodies love, reconciliation, and justice. Thus, 
we welcome people of all races, nationalities, sexual orientations, gender identities, faiths, and theological 
identities. Through following Jesus, we embrace God’s radical hospitality towards all.”  
 The residents, the students who spend time at Wesley, Jess, and Max are the front lines of embodying 
that vision. They are the ones who greet every student, guest, community group, delivery person, and people 
looking for Williamsburg UMC that come to the house. Because we welcome such a wide variety of people 
to Wesley, it is imperative that we all not only embrace the vision, but the teachings and actions of Jesus that 
are foundational for it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Celebrating Radical Hospitality 

   The Residents’ Program  

 The residential program is a key component of our mission and ministry. The seven (soon to be 
eight) students who live at the house are part of an intentional Christian community based upon building 
community, growing spiritually, and providing service. The intent of the program is that each resident will 
share their faith, seek to grow spiritually, participate in community life, and serve in a way that promotes 
peace and justice. The residents often serve as the primary embodiment of the part of our vision statement 
that says, “Through following Jesus, we embrace God’s radical hospitality towards all.” In addition to 
being a home and a mission center, the Wesley House is a sanctuary. It is a community where students 
can come to simply be. They know that when they come to the house, they are going to be loved and ac-
cepted right where they are and just the way they are. The house residents are also a integral part of our 
connections with the community and the wider campus as well. They often welcome and ensure the house 
is ready for meetings conducted by different campus and community groups that we believe are creating a 
better community and world. 

So - Where Do The Residents Live? 
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The Student Leadership Team Ministry 

The 2023 Student Leadership Team 

To provide continuity, leadership team 
members are elected by the students with 
their terms of office running from Janu-
ary through December. This year’s team 
members are from left to right: 
• Service - Annamarie Warnke
• Fellowship - Helen Tiffin
• Small Group - Bennett Snyder
• President - Kat Johnson
• Communications - Grace McGehee

A Wesley House Week - Something Everyday!

Our Student Leadership Team leads the way for conducting student outreach and engagement events. 
In addition to the student leadership team, our house residents lead the way for “embodying their faith” in the 
form of service to the campus and community.  

Here is a brief overview of a Wesley Week: 

Large Group - Every Sunday we have a dinner at 5pm and a large group meeting/program at 6pm in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

Small Groups - Every Tuesday at 8:00 pm we have small group meetings held in the Wesley House Living 
Room. The focus is a book study/discussion. This semester we are talking about the climate crisis and the 
book of Revelation. We will be reading theologian Catherine Keller’s “Facing Apocalypse: Climate, Democ-
racy, and Other Last Chances.“  

Fellowship Groups - These are usually held on Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 8pm. The Thursday 
events are often craft oriented. The Saturday evenings focus on a movie or games. Fellowship groups also 
attend campus and community sponsored events. 

Interfaith and Other Events - Every month Wesley hosts a large event such as interfaith dinners, meetings 
with the Muslim Student Association and the Hillel Student Organization, the Coffee House, the Superbowl 
Party, Paws for Stress, “S’Mores with S’Methodists,” and more.  

The Campus Food Exchange: The Exchange (formerly the Food Pantry) has been operating out of the  
Wesley House Lower Level since 2017. The hours are Mondays 1-3, Tuesdays 4:30-6:30, and Saturdays 3-5. 
A second location opened this year in the Sadler Center. Wesley is also connected with the W&M Food for 
All program. This program includes “Dinning Hall Swipe Drives,” food delivery, and Campus Food Rescue. 
Learn more at (https://foodforall.pages.wm.edu/)  
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School 
(Top 6 of 

12) 

Total # 
Events 

Total # 
Attend 

Explore 
Events 

Explore 
Attend 

Engage 
Events 

Engage 
Attend 

Embody 
Events 

Embody 
Attend 

VA Tech 185 6441 30 3499 105 2345 50 639 

VCU 448 5782 108 1983 253 2823 87 976 

JMU 196 4613 58 2856 124 1335 14 422 

W&M 354 3422 14 499 76 795 91 2128 

NSU 99 3205 10 987 84 2014 6 204 

GMU 131 3192 27 1874 90 923 14 422 

        How effective is our campus ministry? We are very pleased to say - very effective. Of the twelve cam-
pus ministries sponsored by the Virginia Conference, our ministry consistently “ranks” in the top four. To 
demonstrate, Campus Ministry System data from the last Academic Year (Jan - Dec 2022)  is shown in the 
chart. The ranking is based on total participation. W&M ranks second in the number of events sponsored 
and fourth in total participation.  The Explore events relate to campus outreach events, such as the tables 
setup on campus during Freshman Orientation. The Engage Events relate to worship, fellowship, or study 
groups such as weekly programs held at Wesley. These events relate directly to spiritual formation. The  
Embody events relate to students using their gifts and faith to lead, serve and witness. An example would be 
working in the Food Exchange. Unfortunately, we don’t have comparative data from 2023 as the conference 
suspended reporting while building a new system. We realize numbers don’t tell the whole story - but they 
are a great start!! 

How Effective is Our Ministry? 

Beyond The Wesley House - Missions and Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In the area of environmental justice, we have been active with the Carbon Free Dividend 
Movement, the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MPV) project, and conducted a fund raiser for 
the Protect Our Water, Heritage, Rights (POWHR) Coalition. 

We have a wonderful connection with Williamsburg UMC - Participating in their Sunday 
morning Young Adult Group (Discovering Your Life’s Calling), supporting their Respite 
Care Program, and participating in their community outreach programs that include food 
drives, winter coat collections, and specialized programs for the marginalized,  

For our Fall Break, we went to Danville and Greensboro to learn 
more about civil rights by touring the Sharswood Foundation.  
Their mission is to restore and preserve one of the few remaining 
slave cabins and cemeteries in America. This important piece of   
history deepens the public's understanding of slavery. Student 
groups and researchers regularly visit Sharswood to see history 
firsthand.  
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Celebrating Our Alumni - Homecoming Tailgate 2023 

 The October 21st Homecoming Tailgate and Open House was a true celebration of our alumni. 
Although we had plenty of competition with other tailgates and open houses - as well as the game - we 
had more than fifty of our alumni, friends, and family members present, enjoying the fellowship, the tail-
gate, and sharing Wesley memories. We would like to extend a special thanks to the Wesley Board who 
provided a fantastic tailgate for our alumni and friends. A few of the pictures from the open house are 
shown below:  
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The Wesley House - 2024 Upgrade Plan—Interested in Helping? 

 Our annual property maintenance budget is designed to be self-sustaining in that expenses for utilities, gen-
eral house and outdoor maintenance, equipment replacement, and minor repairs are met through property 
use income (resident room rentals and parking fees). For funding major upgrades or repairs, we request 
grants from the conference and conduct fundraising to support the Wesley Foundation Property Endow-
ment Fund. In addition to financial contributions, we also need volunteers for our “self-help” projects. Our 
projects are listed below: 
 
2024 Volunteer Skill Projects 
• Level bricks in sidewalk behind house 
• Repair parking lot “cracks” and replace wooden barriers 
• Replace some deck boards and paint deck 
• Cut bamboo behind house and place in dumpster 
• Paint exterior doors and trim 
• Replace storm doors 

 
 
 
 
 

Three Year (2024-2027) Capital Improvement Projects 
• HVAC Replacement, Ducts and Ridge Vents - Scheduled ($15,000) 
• Parking Lot Resurfacing ($34,000) 
• Replace deck boards ($20,000) 
• Sewer Pipe Replacement Under House ($3,000) 
 
60 Year Wesley House Celebration Project 
Part I - This October we moved the Campus Minister’s Office to the lower level next to the Campus Food 
Exchange. This move allows direct public access to the office and a meeting room next to the office. Con-
verting the former office to a double, allows us to increase the number of house residents to eight vs. seven.  
Part II - Upgrade and expand the 2005 Rudy Benesh Peace Garden. Make the entrance to the CM Office 
and Food Exchange handicap accessible and more attractive. The upgrade includes a new walkway, land-
scaping, and perhaps a patio or area for a student gatherings/programs.  A property team is in the process of       
preparing plans for approval.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or a group that you are associated with would be willing to assist in the upgrade plan, please 
contact our Administrative Assistant, Jess Raymond (aawmwesley@gmail.com) or our Campus 
Minister, Max Blalock (mwblalock@wm.edu).  

Rudy Benesh Peace Garden 
behind Fellowship Hall 

Side View of Lower 
Level from Parking Lot 

Lower Level Entrance  
from Parking Lot 
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Supporting the Wesley Foundation 
 

The annual Wesley budget is dependent on donations from alumni, friends, area UMC 
churches and church groups. There are three categories of donations that can be desig-
nated.  
• A general donation supports funding for campus ministry administration, student pro-

grams, campus outreach, and community service programs.   
• A donation can be designated to support the Campus Food Exchange  
• A donation can be made to the Property Fund. Those supporting the Property Fund 

may also designate for specific projects, as discussed in the article on page 8.  
All donations, regardless of size, are greatly appreciated. You can provide a tax deducti-
ble donation in one of two ways: 

        
1. To donate on-line by credit card. Go to www.wmwesley.org/donate  OR 
2. Mail a check to: 
                                          
       The Wesley Foundation,  
                                           526 Jamestown Road,  
                                           Williamsburg, VA 23185 
.  

 

Wesley Weavings is published by the Wesley Foundation at the College of William & Mary. 

• Contact the Campus Minister, Rev. Max Blalock at: mwblalock@wm.edu 
• To Volunteer as a Wesley Partner contact  Jess Raymond at: aawmwesley@gmail.com 
• For newsletter content, contact John Dunning at johndunning@cox.net.  

mailto:MWBlalock@wm.edu

