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Francis Asbury Award 2020 - David Hindman 

Max’s Musings… A Very Special Edition 

This has been a truly amazing and special year in many ways! While I 

expected to start the fall newsletter with stories about how Wesley and 

the students are adapting to the COVID-19 restrictions (that is 
absolutely included in this newsletter)I  have some truly wonderful news

to share! David Hindman, the legendary W&M Campus Minister and

Alumni Ambassador, has been selected by the Global Board of Higher 

Education and Ministry (GBHEM) as the re-cipient of the 2019-20

Francis Asbury Award! 

The award is named for early American Methodist Bishop Francis As-

bury and honors his call to establish a school in the vicinity of  every 

church. Today, the award recognizes individuals who have made a sig-

nificant contribution to fostering United Methodist ministries in higher 

education at the local, district, or annual conference level.  

In keeping with our wonderful long-standing tradition of  the Wesley 
Homecoming Open House - the award will be presented in front of the 

Wesley House at 4PM on October 24th and streamed live on the Alumni 

Facebook  page. The presentation will be recorded and released on  

October 31st in conjunction with the  meeting of the Annual Confer-

ence, and their tradition of  announcing these awards on this date.  

...Peace, 
Max W. Blalock, Campus Minister 
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The Francis Asbury Award, offered through the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM), provides recognition to 
individuals who have made a significant contribution to fostering 
the church's ministries in higher education at the local, district, or 
annual conference level of the church. The Virginia Annual     
Conference is pleased to announce Reverend David Hindman as 
the 2020 selectee. 

David served as Director of the Wesley Foundation at William & Mary for 22 years. He was also invested 
in the ministry of Williamsburg UMC to the campus. He was well known and respected on campus, recruit-
ed many staff and faculty to serve on the Wesley Foundation board, and led Bible studies for staff and fac-
ulty.  His campus ministry was noted for international mission work. To recognize this legacy the alumni 
and board created the Hindman Missions Endowment Fund. 

In his final appointment before retirement, David served at Duncan Memorial UMC, on the campus of  
Randolph - Macon College, where he continued to prioritize ministry with students. After retirement he  
returned to Williamsburg and partnered with the campus ministry to serve as “Alumni Ambassador” travel-
ing around the country, and the world, with his wife Teri, visiting alumni, hosting alumni trips, and recently
started hosting a Homecoming Reunion Brunch and Worship for Wesley alumni and students

Throughout his ministry, David has gladly mentored students and clergy, modeling collegiality and inviting 
those less experienced to step into leadership. In addition, he serves as a consultant for local campus minis-
try board development throughout the Virginia Annual Conference.

During his appointive ministry and in his retirement, David has valued relationships between campus min-
istries. He was the visionary behind UVA and W&M Wesley Foundations taking Israel-Palestine trips to-
gether. 

David himself exemplifies the importance of lifelong learning and the interplay between “knowledge and 
vital piety.” He earned his Ed.D. while serving full time as a campus minister and focused that scholarship 
on higher education, too. His dissertation was entitled “Treasures Hidden in the Field: The Biblical Wisdom 
Tradition as an Alternative Perspective on the University and Model for Campus Ministry." 

Rev. David Hindman Ed.D. 

Award Presentation: The ceremony will take place at the Wesley House at 4pm on Saturday, October 
24th. Award presenters include John Dunning, Chair, Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry,  
Aaron Gregory, Student President of the Young Adult Council during David’s tenure, and Max Blalock, 
Campus Minister at W&M (David’s successor), The presentation will be “streamed live” on the Alumni 
Facebook page at 4pm (https://www.facebook.com/groups/65520334812/ ) and the video will posted as 
an MP4 file on the Wesley webpage. (www.wmwesley.org). 
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Even in the midst of the campus being shut down, Wesley continued to be Wesley. We provided a home 
for students in need of one. We continued to feed students and staff through the Campus Food pantry, and 
we found new and creative ways to continue to love, support, and empower students to engage their faith. 
As the collage above shows, we moved from small group discussions and leadership team meetings in 
person to Zoom. The new residents still gathered in community around the fire pit on the deck, and the 
donations to our Campus Food Pantry kept coming, so that we could support those who needed it.
amazing ministry and mission happening here. But they have not done it alone. We just continue to build 
on the legacy of decades of dedicated mission and ministry, even as it grows and changes each year to best 
meet the needs of students, faculty, and staff. As the college closed this spring due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wesley transitioned in so many ways to still be Wesley:  

• From 7 residents who had applied and were accepted to live in the house, to 5 residents for the rest of
the spring and summer who needed a safe place to live until the college reopened.

• From a food pantry run by students, to a food pantry run by Max and the board, due to COVID-19 re-
strictions.

• From all regular events and programming in person and ending at the end of the spring semester, to all
events and programming via Zoom, with expanded programming throughout the spring and summer.

Wesley became the home and family for the five students who were living in the house, even though they 
did not know one another or me before we came together. In addition to regular house meetings, we also 
made weekly grocery runs, so that the students could have fresh food to prepare, in addition to utilizing 
the food pantry. I am happy to say that everyone remained safe, and no one was sick with COVID-19 the 
entire time.  

The rest of the spring and summer, we continued our small group discussion that transitioned from dis-
cussing Rachel Held Evans’ book, Inspired, to Podcast Potluck, where different students each week chose 
a podcast for us to listen to and discuss the following week. We covered topics as varied as “Harry Potter 
and the Sacred Texts” to “Racism and Ableism,” all through the lens of our faith. Inspired was the perfect 
book for the spring, because it gave students a chance to reflect on the Bible and how we engage it. 

In light of the second pandemic that we are enduring, Wesley took very public stands in support of per-
sons protesting and working to eradicate systemic racism and injustice, and several of us joined in. We 
supported this statement by W&M’s own Dr. Robert Trent Vision and the Association for the Study of the 
Worldwide African Diaspora. Additionally, we started a second small group discussion of Ijeoma Oluo’s 
book, So You Want to Talk About Race. It was one of the most powerful, challenging, and growth-
inspiring small groups that I have ever been a part. We are continuing the work this fall that was inspired 
by that small group, as we engage the Bible through Dr. Wil Gafney's ;book Womanist Midrash.

Wesley Spring/Summer Update 2020 
(Following Jesus by Honoring Seniors, Housing Students, Taking Stands) 

https://rachelheldevans.com/inspired
http://aswadiaspora.org/dispatches-from-the-united-states/
https://www.sealpress.com/titles/ijeoma-oluo/so-you-want-to-talk-about-race/9781580056779/
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Wesley Spring/Summer Update 2020 
(Following Jesus by Honoring Seniors, Housing Students, Taking Stands) 

Because of Y'all, Wesley Is Forever Changed for the Better
This past Spring Wesey celebrated the End of the Year Banquet differently than we have any other 
year, but boy did we have so much mission, ministry, and community to celebrate! The foundation 
of so much of it was due to the presence and leadership of these 14 seniors. From top left to right: 
Sarah Grace Frary, Emily Xu, Kathrynn Weilacher, Kate Newberry, Zach McCrae, Ayush Joshi, 
From bottom left to right: Leah Griffith, Zach Cuba, Alicia Draper, Hannah Cooper, Lucia Butler, 
Ailish Bova, and Maddie Belesimo. I cannot begin to share how much these folks have meant to our 
community at Wesley and the entire campus community. Some have been around Wesley their entire 
college careers, some for much shorter times, but their contributions and impacts have been mighty. 
Because of them...
 Wesley was there when hateful preachers came to campus, and we showed up embodying love 

and solidarity with the folks being targeted.
 When students were looking for new ways to engage and experience their faith journey so that 

they could fully and authentically be themselves, Wesley was there with conversations and snacks 
and book discussions full of grace and love and courage and compassion.

 When marginalized religious groups were looking for a forum to share their experiences and 
hopes for a much more equitable college experience, Wesley was there to work together with 
them to amplify their voices and concerns.

 When students, faculty, and staff were experiencing food insecurity, Wesley was there, starting 
the first ever food pantry at William & Mary.

 When students and groups were looking for safe, welcoming spaces for meals, as well as a home 
just to hang out, Wesley was there with a kitchen and fellowship hall for community meals and a 
house full of people to welcome and embrace them.

The last lines of our vision statement say, "Through following Jesus, we embrace God's radical 
hospitality towards all." Thanks to these seniors, Wesley is embodying that hospitality the best we 
ever have. 
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This fall has gotten off to a great start. We have safely transitioned from the 
residents from the spring and summer to our fall residents. For the first half 
of the fall we have kept everything virtual in order to maximize keeping 
everyone safe. We are gradually transitioning to some safe, socially 
distanced and masked events outside, including a movie night in the front 
yard, and small groups on the deck. The food pantry is well-supported by 
local faith communities and individuals across the campus and community. 
We partnered with Williamsburg UMC to welcome students to campus with 
Wawa gift cards and a letter of welcome, and we are making connections in 
very different ways to continue to share God's love, grace, and hospitality. 

Wesley Fall -  Update 2020 
(Housing Students, Small Group Events, Food Pantry, Homecoming) 

Supporting the Wesley Foundation 

The Wesley operating budget and our endowment funds are dependent on donations from alumni 
and friends. With the closing of the campus, and Wesley supporting 5 students the rest of the 
spring and summer, our usual income from housing has been greatly reduced while we still have 
the usual expenses of a full house. All donations, regardless of size, are greatly appreciated. You 
can provide a tax deductible donation in one of two ways: 

• On-line by credit or debit card: Go to www.wmwesley.org/donate
• Mail a check to:

The Wesley Foundation, 526 Jamestown Road,  Williamsburg, VA 23185-4044

Join us on Oct 24th at 

4pm on the Alumni    

Facebook Page for the 

Asbury Award    

Presentation! 
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