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A MID-ACADEMIC YEAR NEWSLETTER TO OUR PARTNERS, 
FRIENDS AND ALUMNI FROM THE WESLEY FOUNDATION 
AT THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY 

 The Wesley update                    

  Fall Semester Reflections         Spring Semester Projections 

This mid-academic year newsletter is designed to focus on campus ministry events as a means of accountability to our York River District 

churches, our ministry partners, friends and alumni.  It is also designed to “bridge the gap” between the fall and spring editions of our 

alumni newsletter, the Wesley Weavings.  contact Debra Wixted  (wmwesleyaa@hrcoxmail.com) if you would like to be removed from our 

mailing list. 

Max’s Musings… Our students continue to amaze me with 

their ability to embody the love and grace of God. This semester 

began with a retreat focused on growing in our understanding of 

our faith as well as living it out. It continued with the very first 

retreat of our new leadership team, which is an amazing group 

who bring wonderful gifts, talents, and faith to the share with the 

campus and the community.  

 This year we are beginning new initiatives to reach out to 

our international students on campus, as well as with the folks 

housed at the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail with activities or-

ganized for them. We are continuing to partner in mission and 

ministry with Williamsburg UMC with students participating in 

worship, volunteering with Respite Care and volunteering with 

their brand new Community Kitchen on Fridays. The outreach to 

the international students is a partnership with the Office of In-

ternational Students, Scholars, and Programs, and the activities 

outreach to the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail is a partnership 

with faculty, students, and other campus ministries. We always 

take seriously the reality that the love and grace of God is always 

meant to be shared! Thus, the more folks that we can invite to 

participate with us and the greater the variety of ways that we 

can offer folks to live out their faith, the better for all of us.  

 Thanks to all of you for your continued love and support 

of Wesley through the many ways that your prayers and gifts 

sustain us. It is such an honor to serve as the campus minister 

and partner in ministry with so many people in so many ways. 

     

     Peace and Grace,  
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   The 2017 Leadership Team 

Jen Peek - President 

Hi everyone! I am a pre-med junior studying biology and economics at the College! I’m 

from Nashville, Tennessee and I enjoy baking, video games, and playing in the pep band. I 

am excited to serve as President of Wesley for this year and hope to continue the great 

work that Wesley is committed to. 

Kate Sandberg - Communications 
Hi! I'm Kate, a sophomore from Leesburg, VA who is double-majoring in linguistics and psy-

chology. This is my first semester serving on the Leadership Team for Wesley, and I am so 

excited to become more involved in a group that I have loved getting to be a part of! In addi-

tion to studying and hanging out with Wesley, I also work as a copy chief for the student 

newspaper here on campus. I also love reading, writing, and going on long runs. 

Erin Kitchens—Discipleship 

Hello everyone! I am a sophomore majoring in Anthropology and minoring in Italian, and I 

am from Beaverdam, Virginia. This will be my second year on leadership team, and I am so 

excited to serve Wesley as the Discipleship chair. I love coffee deeply and spent the summer 

in Florence Italy. 

Leah Griffith - Devotions  
Hi everyone! I’m a freshman planning on majoring in history, and am from Nashville, Ten-

nessee. I’m so pumped to be the Devotions Chair this year, and will do my best to lead bible 

study and other events. Besides Wesley, I enjoy practicing karate and working at a candy 

store. 

Matt Brown - Fellowship 

Hi! I’m Matt and a sophomore majoring in psychology. My hometown is Dublin, Ohio. 

My interests are reading, watching tv/movies, learning new things, and running. I am also a 

member of the Harry Potter Club on campus. As one of the Fellowship chairs, I look for-

ward to organizing events for our ministry. 

Sarah Grace Frary -  Fellowship 

Hey there! I’m a freshman from Roanoke, Virginia. I’m planning on studying Psychology 

or Neuroscience, and minoring in Music. I’m so thrilled to have the opportunity to organ-

ize events for Wesley as one of three fellowship chairs! If I had free time, I would spend it 

backpacking, learning how to whistle, or singing some classic summer camp songs.  

Kathrynn Weilacher - Fellowship  
Hello! I’m a freshman at the College and a Peninsula local from Poquoson, Virginia. I’m 

currently studying Government and Economics, and I am one of the “three musketeers” of 

the Fellowship team this year. This is my first position on Leadership Team, I am excited 

to plan lots of fun events and activities for all the cool people at Wesley! In my free time I 

enjoy reading, petting dogs, and guzzling chai lattes.  
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Dear Friends of Wesley, 

 

Immediately following our Winter Break Service Trip, our leadership 

team held a planning retreat to prayerfully plan our ministry program 

for the Spring Semester. Our first challenge was to select a theme that 

could guide our large group programs on Sunday nights and our week-

ly Bible studies. We decided to focus on one of the most powerful as-

pects of our faith: Hope! The topics through the semester will discuss 

hope and (faith, indifference, hopelessness, forgiveness, anxiety, preju-

dice, grief, fear, and healing). We are also continuing our successful 

Faith and Fellowship evenings from last semester, as well as the Inter-

faith Super Bowl Party, coffeehouse, service at Shalom Farms, Williamsburg UMC, and the Peninsula Re-

gional Jail. It’s going to be another wonderful year of mission and ministry! Thanks so much for your love 

and support!  

A Note From Leadership Team President Jen Peek 

Faith and Criminal Justice - Wesley  Winter Retreat, January 11—14 2017 

We had two guests share how their faith informs their service and their service informs their faith:  

 

The Director of the Office of Community Engagement, Melody Porter has long UMC 

and Wesley connections, she is an ordained deacon in the UMC, in the past Wesley has 

served as her faith community for her ministry as a deacon, and Wesley continues to 

have strong ties with the work of the OCE hosting at least two retreats for students each 

year. Melody is also the co-author of Working Side by Side: Creating Alternative 

Breaks as Catalysts for Global Learning, Student Leadership, and Social Change.  

 
Travis Harris is presently the founder and one of the leaders of Williamsburg Black 

Lives Matter and a PhD student in American Studies at W&M. He is an ordained Bap-

tist pastor and a regular speaker throughout the region, as well as at conferences, col-

leges, and universities throughout the nation and the world. Travis’ research examines 

the intersection of race, religion and Hip Hop. He recognizes his scholarly work as life 

work with the goal of addressing institutional racism and empowering the “least of 

these” to thrive.  

 

In addition to our guests, we went deep in the study of the Gospels and the life of Jesus using Manna and 

Mercy by Daniel Erlander. We examined our own faith, values, hopes, and beliefs through journaling and 

discussion. We listened to other voices of faith through the writings of 

Christians we don’t normally read. We worshipped together and with the 

congregation at New Light Baptist Church in Richmond. We participated 

in the March on Monument in Richmond, as well as joined with folks here 

in Williamsburg working for equality and justice. We learned, grew, lis-

tened, shared, and lived out our faith together. One of the most memorable 

moments from the retreat was Travis sharing with us the importance of 

acts of mercy and acts of justice, and how both are integral to living out 

our faith. What we have learned and experienced on the retreat, continues 

to inform our ministry and community. 

http://www.amazon.com/Working-Side-Alternative-Catalysts-Leadership/dp/1620361248
http://www.amazon.com/Working-Side-Alternative-Catalysts-Leadership/dp/1620361248
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The Wesley Update is published by the Wesley Foundation at the College of William and Mary.   

 For content related items, contact John Dunning at: wmwesley-development@cox.net 
 For address changes contact, Marg Lynch at: wmwesleyaa@hrcoxmail.com 
 Contact the Campus Minister, Rev. Max Blalock at: mwblalock@wm.edu  

Wesley & Interfaith 

Harmony Week 

Fast-a-thon 

Super Bowl Party 

Coffee House 

Service Projects 

Leaders Meeting 

Nothing epitomizes the Wesley commitment to living out the vision that we believe God has for us 

than three nights in February. First, on Wednesday, February 1st the Student Assembly hosted a panel 

entitled “Religious Pluralism in the Age of Trump,” as part of their Diversity Initiative, intended to 

celebrate the United Nation’s World Interfaith Harmony Week. Individuals on the panel gave their 

insights and perspectives on a wide spectrum of religious beliefs hoping to encouraging open dis-

course about interfaith relations. and people who aren’t open to or familiar with those who have dif-

ferent backgrounds and faiths. The panel included a diverse group of individuals with varying per-

spectives regarding several faiths. including “our own” Reverend Max Blalock. One of the concerns 

raised during the panel was how to best approach proliferating positive interactions between religious 

organizations. Max described the importance of expressing openness, as we state directly in our mis-

sion statement, welcoming people of all backgrounds and faiths. He also described ways in which 

Wesley has engaged with other religious groups on campus, such as participating in a “Fast-a-Thon” 

event with the Muslim Student Association. He stated, “One of our favorite things is to pile in our 

cars and go to Denny’s at 4:15 in the morning during Fast-a- Thon where we’ll all go … and have 

breakfast before the sun is up … and then we fast all day and then the Muslim Student Association 

has a wonderful dinner and speaker that night.” Max also spoke of the value partnering with other re-

ligious organizations. Some of the outreach includes our Interfaith Super Bowl Party, the Interfaith 

Coffee House, and service projects such as Shalom Farms.  

 The very next night, Thursday February 2nd, Wesley was involved in three events on campus. 

1) We provided the movie and helped host the screening and discussion of the film, “Of Many” as 

part of World Interfaith Harmony Week. 2) Max and Emily Crawford helped lead discussions in The 

Daily Work of Justice event coordinated by the Office of Community Engagement. 3) We coordinated 

all the logistics for a rally on campus in support of our Muslim and immigrant students, faculty, and 

staff that was attended by several hundred folks from the campus and the community. Max was one of 

the speakers at the event along with other Christian, Jewish, and Muslim speakers.  

 We love being part of the UMC that supports such vital ministry. The Book of Resolutions 

includes a statement, “Called to Be Neighbors and Witnesses: Guidelines for Interreligious Relation-

ships,” which challenges United Methodists to bear faithful witness to all people while particularly 

engaging individuals of other faiths as partners in creating human community. The resolution suggests 

interreligious dialogue as a tool for deepening and extending faith, gaining insight into the wisdom of 

other traditions, and overcoming fears and misapprehensions. Raised in a society marked by all man-

ner of diversity, today’s youth and young adults are well-equipped for – and devoted to – this work. 
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Meet Deb Wixted  

Debra (Deb) Wixted joined the Wesley Foundation on January 3rd as the Administrative As-

sistant. In this role she will be providing administrative support for the Director (Campus 

Minister), clerical support for the Board of Director’s finance and development committees 

and providing general operations support for the Wesley House. Deb comes to us from 

McCormick & Company where she served as a Financial Service Analyst and a Senior IT 

Project Analyst. She has a tremendous set of financial, administrative, and office management skills that 

will be an excellent fit for this job. 

Deb took an early retirement from McCormick so that she and her husband could move to Williamsburg 

to be closer to their “grown” children who both work at Colonial Williamsburg. She and her family enjoy 

good food, good wine, and thought provoking conversation. Deb wants to thank everyone for her warm 

welcome into the Wesley community. 

 

Mona and Jim have brought a new dimension to Wesley “outreach.”  Mona 

serves on the Wesley board as chair of our hospitality committee, responsible for 

organizing support for our traditional Sunday night dinners. Both Jim and Mona 

are actively involved in Canine Companions for Independence,  a non-profit or-

ganization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly 

trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partner-

ships.  As volunteers they spend  14-18 months providing basic obedience train-

ing, socialization and care for the dogs before they go back to the regional head-

quarters for 6 months of professional training.  After that, they   are matched with a client with special 

needs.  How does this fit with Wesley? Dogs help reduces stress. Technically speaking, “playing with or 

petting a dog can increase levels of the stress-reducing hormone oxytocin and decrease production of 

the stress hormone cortisol.” Wow! What is the highest level of stress that students face? Exams!  Mona, 

Jim and their friends from Canine Companions started the tradition at Wesley of “Dogs & Exam Breaks” 

which draws 250-275 students to the Wesley House.  We don’t really know if it improves exam scores, 

but we do know it is a popular share-the-love event.  

Thanks to Mona and Jim for all they do! 

Meet Mona and Jim Overturf 
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 As a Campus Ministry we are called to invite and equip students to explore, engage and embody an active 

faith in God. In keeping with this call we organize events into these three categories.  As a means of ac-

countability to the VA Annual Conference and the York River District we report on the types and numbers 

of events, student and non-student attendance.  

 Explore: Faith based events/programs for students who may seek or respond to an invitation extended 

by the Wesley Foundation or by the Leadership Team to explore an active faith in God. (An example 

would be a speaker series)  

 Engage: Spiritual formation events/programs sponsored by the Wesley Foundation for students who 

are being intentional about developing an active faith in God. (Examples would be Sunday evening pro-

grams or small group bible study) 

 Embody: Activities for students who use their gifts and faith to lead, serve and witness. Examples of 

this would be a mission or service project, leading a program for community groups, etc.  

This past year we conducted 24 Explore events with 1303 students and 24 non-students in attendance. We 

conducted 75 Engage events with 695 students and 184 non-students participating. We conducted 55 Em-

body events with 1220 students and 166 non-students participating.  

Wesley Foundation Alumni: We continue to engage our graduates as disciples of Jesus Christ with the 

charge of participating in God’s mission of transforming human lives and the world. This past year  we 

kept an active communication program (letters, emails, newsletters, homecoming and open house) with 689 

alumni. 

Annual Campaign & Operating Budget 
2016 Annual Campaign Report 

 

Individual Donations 
 

 

Church Related Donations 

 

2017 Annual Operating Budget 

 
We are thankful for the Williamsburg churches and 

the York River District church groups and individu-

als that believe in and are committed to our campus 

ministry. Without this voluntary support we would 

not be able to operate. The following is intended to 

provide a brief overview of our annual budget.   

 Our annual operating budget of $69,354 has 

expenditures that are divided between administrative 

costs (38%), programs (16%) and property expenses 

(46%). While the salary of the administrative assis-

tant is included in our operating budget, the campus 

minister’s salary is paid for by the Annual Confer-

ence.  Not included is our Wesley House Upgrades 

that are discussed on page 8. 

 Our annual operating budget of is supported 

by a combination of gifts from church related dona-

tions (19%), individual donations (29%), student 

room rental and property use income (48%), and in-

vestments/reserves (4%).  

Group Participated Amount 

Alumni 41 $9,715 

Board 11 $4,742 

Friends 37 $5,612 

Total  89 $20,069 

Group Participated Amount 

Individual churches 2 $11,000  

Church Groups 16 $2,394 

District Grant 1 $1,000 

Total 19 $14,394 

Explore - Engage - Embody 

2016 Events & Participation 
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 2016 Wesley Partners - Thanks for all you do!  
We are deeply thankful for the gifts received by the Wesley Foundation from all of our supporters. Whether 

through home cooked meals for Sunday gatherings, lemonade and cookies to welcome new students, or fi-

nancial contributions from our Wesley Partners, this ministry knows how dependent we are on the Body of 

Christ to make everything we do possible. We want to recognize everyone who supports our work and have 

tried to make sure all of our friends are included in this listing. If your name, church or group is missing, 

please e-mail Deb Wixted, Wesley’s administrative assistant, at wmwesleyaa@hrcoxmail.com so that the 

error can be immediately corrected in our next issue. Thanks again for all that you do!  

2016 Wesley Partners 

Individuals 
Allie Rosner Bass 

Mark & Adele 

   Belanger 

Nik Belanger 

Max & Becky Blalock 

Dan & Patty Boten 

Robert & Sara Boyd 

Allison & Patrick Brook 

Russell Byers 

Robert Bryant 

Gerald & Tammy 

   Bullock 

Beth Burroughs 

Carl Carlson 

Carlton & Beth Casey 

Marilyn & Bob Casey 

Mark & Eileen Cerny 

Doyle & Ailysa 

   Cockram 

James & Ellen 

   Comstock 

John & Susan Cornett 

Bill & Cheryl Corvello 

Chris & Heather Crowl 

Bill & Susan Davis 

Cara Dost 

John Dunning 

Jacob Evans 

Fred & Dodi Fauber 

Bryan & Mona Foster 

Susan Gepford 

Hope & Robert Glass 

David & Ellen Gould 

John & Beth Graham 

Crystal & Scott Graves 

Aaron & Audrey 

   Gregory 

Kerry Greenhill 

Gregory & Michelle 

   Gum 

Richard & Linda 

   Guilmart  

Delmer & Deborah 

   Harris 

Carolyn Hartley 

Paul & Jacquelyn 

   Hartley 

David & Teri Hindman 

Ted & Bea Holm 

Robert & Elaine 

    Howell 

Linda Hunt 

Deborah Ingram 

Richard & Sharon 

   Keifer 

Laura Labriola 

Jamie Lewis 

Lisa Luedtke 

Margarette Lynch 

Melissa MacIntyre 

Stephanie McGuire 

Douglas McNamara 

John & Carol Marsh 

Philip & Alice 

   Meilman 

Cynthia Mitchell 

Joseph & Norma Mitch-

ell 

Ted & Sue Moreland 

Andrew Morrison 

Wilke & Karen Nelson 

William Ouzts 

Jim & Mona Overturf 

De Ann & Joe Posey 

Alan & Nancy Proia 

Dick & Carol Prosi 

Robi Rahman 

Walter & Jean Raines 

Richard Reed 

Lois Reid 

Alice & Charles Riecks 

Marshall Ries, Jr. 

David & Susan Riggs 

Arthur Roach 

David & Wendy Roane 

  

Charles & Carol Roesle 

Candance & Macon Sam-

mons, Jr. 

Andrew & Amy 

   Schumacher 

Louis & Carol 

   Schuster 

Jean & Paul Scott 

Mary Reese-Snellings 

Ruth Ann Sprague 

Cynthia Garman- 

   Squier 

Michelle Thorne 

John & Beverly 

    Tressler 

Jeremy & Amanda Utt 

Holley Walling 

Matt Webb 

Dana Williamson & 

   Carl Kotecki 

Williamsburg UMC- 

   Women 

Ed & Libby Wright 

Linda & Dale Yeatts 

 2016 Contributions to 

Wesley Foundation, 

Outreach & Missions 
Aldersgate UMW 

Patty Benesh 

Bethany UMC, UMW, 

   Hampton 

Benns UMC, UMW 

Chestnut Memorial,    

UMW 

First UMC, 

Hampton, UMW 

Matthew Chapel,   UMW 

Memorial UMC, UMW 

Parkview UMC 

St. Luke’s W.F.S.M., 

UMM 

Richard & Peggy 

   Soulen 

  

Virginia Conference 

   York River District 

Wellspring UMC 

Williamsburg UMC, 

   UMW, UMM 

Woodland, UMC, UMW 

Hindman Endowment Fund 
David & Teri Hindman 

 Rudy Benesh Memorial Fund 

Patty Benesh 

 William (Bill) Hunt 

   Memorial Fund 
Mand Khaiyer 

Steven & Beth Lyon 

   Suhring 

Friends of 

   Appalachian Music 

Ladies of the Magic Harmony 

   Show Chorus 

Margarette Lynch 

 SNP (Sunday Night 

Program) Dinner Cooks 
Max & Becky Blalock 

Bill & Donna Herman 

David & Teri Hindman 

Jim & Mona Overturf 

Board Committees: 

Outreach & Develop- 

   ment, Finance, 

   Hospitality, Nomina- 

   tions, Personnel, 

   Property 

Churches: 
First UMC, UMW 

Tabernacle UMC— 

   Suzanna Wesley Circle 

Wellspring UMC 

Williamsburg UMC— 

    Music Ministries, 

    Fellowship Class, 

    Sisters in Faith Circle 

  



P A G E  8   T H E  W E S L E Y  U P D A T E                     

The Wesley House - 2017 Upgrade Plan—Interested in Helping? 

              Supporting the Wesley Foundation 

The Wesley operating budget is dependent on individual donations from alumni and friends. All dona-

tions, regardless of size, are greatly appreciated. You can provide a tax deductible donation in one of two 

ways: 

 On-line by credit card. Go to www.wmwesley.org/donate 

 Mail a check to: 

         The Wesley Foundation 

         526 Jamestown Road 

         Williamsburg, VA 23185-4044 
 

 For “an in-kind” donation of equipment such as discussed in the 2017 Upgrade Plan, a tax-deductible 

form will be provided. 

 Our annual property maintenance budget is designed to be self-sustaining in that 

our routine expenses will be met through property use income. For major upgrades, 

such as new roofing (accomplished in 2016), we apply for a special needs allocation 

from VA Annual Conference, Wesley Foundation, Inc.  For equipment replacement 

and upgrades we are expected to  meet these needs through our available resources 

which includes an endowment fund (using the annual income) and through volun-

tary property contributions (in-kind or other)  from alumni, church groups and friends.  We are looking for 

volunteers to help with the following upgrade plans for 2017 and beyond: 

 

2017 Equipment Replacement Projects: 

 Nine folding tables for Fellowship Hall (Lightweight Rectangular 72” x 30”) 

 Two Dishwashers (purchased 2004 & 2008) 

 One Stove (purchased 2005)   

 A 5000btu air conditioner in the cloister (purchased in 2013) with a 6000btu 

 Replace light coverings in fellowship hall and basement 

 

2017 Volunteer Skill Projects 

 Re-caulk the shower and repair/replace exhaust fan 

 Repair ceiling in Max’s office damaged by water 

 Fix leak in double room bath and repair ceiling in foyer 

 Repair or replace spotlight on Wesley front sign 

 Repair and repaint parking lot  

 Repair or replace loft bed frame in basement 

 

2017-2018 Replacement Needs 

 Begin mattress replacement program (two per year till all are replaced @$200 each=$400 per year) 

 Replace carpet in basement 

 

If you or a group that you are associated with would be willing to assist in the upgrade plan, please contact 

our Administrative Assistant, Deb Wixted (wmwesleyaa@hrcoxmail.com) or our Campus Minister, Max 

Blalock (mwblalock@wm.edu) 


